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The builders of the Crimean Bridge lifted a plane from the World War II period 
from the bottom of Kerch Strait 

crimea.kp.ru/daily/26676.7/3698146/ 

May 6, 2017 

Just a little more... more... and here it is: the fuselage and wings of a Kitty Hawk fighter plane can be 
seen emerging from the water. The fighter came to our military from the Americans by lend lease during 
World War II. The searchers from Tolyatti who discovered the plane in the sea at a depth of about 9 
meters near the Kerch Strait waited almost a year for this moment. 

As KP wrote earlier, the Crimean specialists are 90% certain that pilot Vladimir Avdeenko was behind the 
steering wheel of the plane, but they are still checking the information. 

“It turned out that it is an American Curtiss P-40 Kitty Hawk fighter. It is precisely such planes that were 
used at the end of 1943 to equip two fighter wings of the Black Sea Fleet Air Force, the seventh and 
62nd fighter aviation regiments. It is known that the seventh fighter aviation regiment had no losses 
near the Kerch Strait at the end of 1943 and early 1944, but there was a loss in March 1944 near 
Feodosia. However, 22-year-old junior lieutenant Vladimir Ivanovich Avdeenko is counted by the 62nd 
fighter aviation regiment as not having returned from a combat mission near Kerch on November 29, 
1943”, editor of Military Crimea military history magazine and military historian Sergey Chennyk told 
KP back in January. 

There is information that Vladimir Avdeenko was born in 1921 in the city of Kovrov, Ivanov Oblast. Now 
that city is part of Vladimir Oblast. His home address and the information of his parents are known. 
However, unfortunately, there is information that the pilot’s house was destroyed long ago. The 
fighter’s father, Ivan Efimovich Avdeenko, died on November 23, 1943 of a heart attack. 

Lifting the Kitty Hawk plane from the bottom of the sea: underwater images. Video: Crimean Bridge 
information center, other source 

[page 2] 
[Photo] 
Photo provided by the editors of Military Crimea military history magazine. 

Crimean searchers involved a detective in the search for relatives and found the pilot’s nephew, 64-
year-old Valeriy Khorokhov, and a grandnephew, 33-year-old Alexei Lyalin, in the village of Novoaltatka, 
Sharypov District, Krasnodar Krai. He flew in from Moscow to Crimea when he learned that his relative 
could have been behind the wheel of the fighter plane and really wanted to be present when the plane 
was lifted. However, the searchers decided to double check everything to be absolutely certain that 
Avdeenko was the pilot. 

The bulletproof glass flew out from the impact 

Divers and searchers from Moscow, Tula, Vladimir, Sochi, Samara, Tolyatti, Kharkov and Crimea also 
became involved in the operation. 
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“The searchers asked the bridge builders to help lift the World War II period plane. It could be done only 
with the help of a heavy floating crane. For us it was a great honor and made us proud to take part in 
this undertaking, especially on the eve of such a great celebration as May 9”, commented Igor 
Staloverov, head of the SGM-Most company logistics service. 
 
[page 3] 
[Photo] 
Photo: Crimean Bridge information center 
 
They lifted the find with the help of a floating crane that had been deployed in the main construction 
works of Kerch Bridge, but the construction schedule could be adjusted for such an undertaking. Even 
scuba divers from the bridge construction site were involved. The crane lifted the fuselage with wings 
and tail part weighing more than 3.5 tons. 
 
The weapons were preserved: six Browning 12.7 mm caliber machine guns with rounds of ammunition. 
The instrument panel and pilot’s seat partially survived, and also the engine with marking. There are no 
instruments. Most likely they fell out upon impact or from corrosion. The cabin hasn’t been cleaned yet 
so it’s possible the pilot’s personal things will also be found. One bulletproof glass panel fell out from the 
impact, and there are also no side windows. 
 
[Photo] 
Photo: Crimean Bridge information center 
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“During one of its combat flights the plane could have been damaged by the enemy’s antiaircraft 
artillery. It lay on the bottom with its nose pointing towards the Taman shore. Apparently, the pilot did 
everything he could to try to get it all the way to his base. The plane did not fall into the Strait. That can 
be seen by the hull, which has kept its shape. Most likely the pilot was able to land the plane on the 
water and, possibly, survived”, said Aleksandr Elkin, head of the Bolshoi Desant 2017 search expedition. 
 
According to specialists, the pilot could have survived; however, as the Crimean searchers say, if 
Vladimir Avdeenko actually was behind the wheel, he never returned home from the war and is counted 
as missing in action to this day. 
 
Parachute No. 21 
 
For now, the fighter plane will be kept at Kerch Fortress, and in the future there are plans to put it in 
order and install it at one of the many historical sites of Kerch Peninsula devoted to the feat of the 
Soviet military men who fought in World War II. 
 
[Photo] 
Photo provided by the editors of Military Crimea military history magazine. 
 
“This plane is a weapon of victory; it has been almost ideally preserved. The machine has not been 
plundered, although this is an anchoring position and sooner or later ships remaining off harbor could 
have damaged it with their anchors. When we dug it up and cleaned it we saw flecks of paint. The metal 
simply sparkled while we were excavating under the water. Now it will be a museum object, both the 
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fuselage itself and all of the items that will be lifted from it. Some of the most interesting are the 
parachute that got caught on the frame of the cockpit hood: the number 21 can even be seen on it. It 
will be such a beautiful exposition”, said Viktor Vakhoneev, Deputy Director of the Black Sea Centre for 
Underwater Research. 
 
[page 5] 
By the way, it has become a tradition for bridge builders to participate in Victory Day celebrations. In 
2015 they restored a memorial in Taman, the Pushka Lendera [Lender’s Cannon] monument to Black 
Sea Fleet marines. In 2016 they repaired a memorial complex in Kerch, the burial ground for fighters 
who fell during the Kerch-Eltigen landing operation during World War II. 
 
KP INFORMATION 
 
The Kerch and Taman peninsulas were an area of intense battles during World War II. And during the 
period from October 31 till December 11, 1943 one of the biggest landing operations in World War II 
history unfolded in the Kerch Strait: the Kerch-Eltigen landing when Soviet troops attempted to take 
back Kerch Peninsula from Hitler’s army. More than 130,000 Soviet fighters, more than 250 ships and 
more than 1,000 planes participated in that operation. 

TRANSLATION

3

UA-236


	Previous Document



